
1. GOD’S WORD SHOWS THE WAY 
 
 THE TRUE GUIDE FOR OUR LIVES  
 
Jesus gave us the keys to life through His Word. This study shows that the Bible 
can guide us through life, steering us away from dangerous paths. 
 
 Read Luke 6:46-49. The people listening to Jesus called Him “Lord.”  This 
title meant Master, or the one in charge of their lives. The problem was they were 
not treating Him like their Lord or Master. They listened to His words but did not 
do the things He said.  They did not build their lives on what Jesus was teaching.  
(Clay example). 

                          
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 FALSE FOUNDATIONS  
 
Here are some of the false foundations that people build their lives on. 
 
Money- Luke 12:15-21 
Emotions- Proverbs 14:12; Jeremiah 10:23 
Self or other People- Psalm 118:8-9 
Man’s Interpretation- 2 Peter 1:19-21 
Traditions- Mark 7:1-4-8-13 (You cannot have two guides in your life.  One will 
 eventually contradict the other; Matthew 6:24.) 
The Majority- Matthew 7:13-14 
Religious Leaders- Matthew 7:15-20 (Christians are often referred to as sheep; 
John 10:14; Matthew 25:32.) 
Good works- Matthew 7:21-23 
 
These are not bad things, but they are not what you should base your whole life 
on. 
In Matthew 7:24-27 we have the same parable we started with in Luke 6:46-49.  
Jesus ends His Sermon on the Mount with the parable of the Wise and Foolish 
Builders. He is emphasizing how important it is to build your life on the Bible. 
 
The question to ask yourself is do you want to be a wise or a foolish builder? Be 
wise. Do more than just hear the words of Jesus. Do what He says. 



 
 
 THE BIBLE IS THE STANDARD FOR JUDGEMENT  
 
John 12:47-48. We will be judged by Jesus’ Word on the final day. Learn what 
His Word says now, so you will be ready for Judgment Day. 
 
Hebrews 4:12-13. The Word is alive. It is not dead or outdated. It is so up-to-date 
and practical that it cuts to our hearts when we read it. The Word is our judge and 
guide for our lives.   
 
 Set a goal to read the Bible every day (Acts 17:11.) Be dedicated. Consistent 
study of God’s Word will help you to know God than you ever dreamed possible. 
 
 
 
 
     SCRIPTURES FOR FURTHER STUDY  
 
   The Bible is           Life has Many       Good Reasons to 
The True Guide       Misleading Guides     Study God’s Word 
Deuteronomy 4:2       Deuteronomy 18:14-22     Deuteronomy 6:1-8 
Matthew 28:18-20       Jeremiah 17:9      John 4:23-24 
John 7:17        John 5:39-40      John 6:45 
John 14:5-6, 23-24       Acts 5:27-32      John 8:31-32 
John 17:2, 17        Romans 10:1-4      John 15:14 
1 Corinthians 4:6       Galatians 1:6-9      Acts 4:12 
Galatians 1:11-12       1 Timothy 1:3-4      Romans 6:17-18 
1 Thessalonians 2:13        1 Timothy 4:1-3      2 Peter 1:3 
2 Timothy 1:13       2 Timothy 4:2-4      2 John 1:9-11 
2 Timothy 3:16-17       2 Peter 2:1-3 
Hebrews 1:1-2        2 Peter 3:15-16 
1 John 2:3-6        1 John 4:1 
Revelation 22:18-19       Jude 1:3-4 



2. THE BAD NEWS:  MAN’S SIN PROBLEM 
 
 CONSEQUENCES OF SIN  
 
We often do not appreciate the good news until we understand the bad.  This 
study is designed to help you see the bad news, sin and its consequences. 
 
Romans 6:23. Wages are something we earn or deserve. When we sin we deserve 
death, and we receive it immediately. (Notice the word “sin” is singular. It only 
takes one sin to cause us to die spiritually.) What is spiritual death? 
 
Isaiah 59:1-2. Spiritual death is separation from God, our source of life.  God has 
the ability to keep us. That is not the problem. The problem is we, by choosing 
sin, chose to alienate ourselves from God. 
 
 
Us          God 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 WHO HAS SINNED?  
 
Romans 3:9-12,23. Every person sins. Consequently, every person falls short of 
being right with God. No matter how good of a life you have lived, if you have 
sinned, you can not make it to heaven on your own effort. 
 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 20. Children do not inherit the responsibility of their parents’ sin. 
Parents can not stand condemned for the sins of their children. You stand before 
God accountable only for your sins. 



 WHAT IS SIN?  
 
Romans 1:22-32       1 Corinthians 6:9-10  Galatians 5:19-21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These are sins of commission. When God says don’t do something, and 
you do it anyway you “commit” a sin. In these three passages, there are 
no “Big sins/ Little sins.”  Sin is sin. They all lead to spiritual death. 
 
There are also sins of omission. James 4:17. If God says do something 
and we don’t do it, we sin by omitting what He says to do. 
 
For example: 
Praying - James 5:16; Matthew 5:44 
Loving your neighbor - Mark 12:31 
Sharing your faith - Matthew 28:18-20 
Attending church - Hebrews 10:25 
 
To not do good is a sin; a sin of omission. 
* Remember, you should never take sin lightly. Sin is serious. Sin is the 
reason Jesus had to die; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4. 
 
 BEING SAVED FROM SIN  
 
Romans 6:16-18. Until their sins were forgiven these Christians used to be slaves 
to sin. When did they stop being slaves to sin? When they wholeheartedly obeyed 
the form; pattern. When we obey the form, our sins are forgiven. That is when we 
are no longer slaves to sin; that is when we are saved. Have you ever had your 
sins forgiven? If so, please write down the events leading up to your salvation. 



3. THE GOOD NEWS/ THE GOSPEL 
 
 WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?  
 
Now that you know how hopeless life is without Jesus, let us see how awesome 
God’s plan of salvation really is. You do not have to be a slave to sin. Freedom is 
available through Jesus. That is Good News. 
 
 Romans 6:16-18. Here is the solution to sin. You must wholeheartedly obey the 
form of teaching taught in the Bible. 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 
1 Peter 4:17 

O B E Y 
1 Corinthians 15:1-4      Romans 6:1-4 
 JESUS        US 
 Died 
 Buried 
 Raised 
 
 
We obey the death, burial and resurrection by experiencing it. The moment we 
obey the gospel is the moment our sins are forgiven and we receive eternal life. If 
we change the order, have we changed the pattern? If we say Jesus died, then He 
was raised and then He was buried, would that be Good News? 
 
Mark 16:15-16        Belief  +  Baptism  =  Salvation 
   1     +       2    =        3 
 
The gospel is as simple as 1, 2, 3, but religious interjection has caused confusion 
(i.e. 1=3+2, 2=3+1.)  We need to return to the simple message as Jesus taught it to 
His disciples. 
 

Romans 6:23 
If eternal life is in Jesus how 

 do I get in?   Romans 6:3 
 
This is the form of teaching God’s Word teaches. Have you ever obeyed the 
gospel taught in the Bible? Have you ever become a true Christian? No matter 
what has happened in your past, you can be right with God through the blood of 
Jesus. 



 HOW DID PEOPLE BECOME CHRISTIANS IN THE BIBLE?   
 
 
Search the book of Acts to see how people became Christians in the 1st century. 
Read the passage in the left column. Then ask yourself, “Did they believe or have 
faith? Did they repent of sin? Were they baptized?” When you put the whole 
picture together you will know how you need to become a Christian. 
 
 

 BELIEF REPENTANCE BAPTISM FORGIVEN HOLY SPIRIT 

Acts 2:14-47 Implied :37,41 Stated :38 Stated :38,41 Stated :38 Stated :38 

8:9-13 Stated :12-13  Stated :12-13   

8:26-39 Stated :37  Stated :36,38   

9:1-19 Implied :5-6 Implied :9 Stated :18  Stated :17 

22:3-16 Implied :8-14  Stated :16 Stated :16  

16:13-15 Stated :14-15  Stated :15   

16:25-34 Stated :31,34  Stated :33 Stated :31  

More  Hebrew 11:6 Luke 13:3 John 3:5 Ephes 1:7 Romans 8:9 

Verses John 3:16 Acts 17:30 Galatia 3:26 Roman 6:23 Galatia 5:25 
 John 1:12 Luke 3:7-8 Colossi 2:12 1John 1:9 Ephesia 1:13 
   1Pet 3:18-21 Romans 5:9  

 
 

Many people claim to follow what the Word of God teaches, but few actually do. 
Manmade traditions are inconsistent, but the Bible teaches the correct way to 
become a Christian. If you want to follow God, then follow what the Bible 
teaches on this and all subjects. Remember, this is not an issue of WHO IS 
RIGHT but rather WHAT IS RIGHT. God’s Word shows us what is right. On 
something as important as how to become a Christian, make sure you put your 
trust in the Bible. 



4. THE CHURCH 
 

 WHAT IS THE CHURCH?  
 
Before you become a Christian, there are some basic things you should know 
about the church. Try to forget what you may have heard or seen in the past and   
just let God’s Word describe the church to you.  
 
Colossians 1:17-18. The church     
is Jesus’ body. One cannot say, 
“Jesus, yes. The church, no.” 
The two go together. 
 
Ephesians 2:19. The church is 
God’s family. When you become 
God’s son/daughter, you become 
a brother/sister of everyone else 
in His family. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-13. When  
you are baptized into Christ, you 
will also be baptized into His 
body, the church. 
 
 HOW TO RECOGNIZE THE CHURCH  
 
The passage you just read says there is “one body [church].” There are hundreds 
of denominations, each with their own teaching, but the Bible says there is only 
one true church. The confusion in the religious world is man’s doing, not God’s. 

  
Matthew 16:16-18.                                
1. Jesus built the church.                       
2. It belongs to Him. 
3. He only built one church. 
4. The rest are not His. 
 
Ephesians 2:19-21. The church 
is not a building. The church is 
people. Paul illustrates the  
church as a building so we can 
understand its structure. This is 
how you identify the church.                                                                  
 
 



 
 RELIGIONS AND DENOMINATIONS  
 
If the Bible is the foundation of the church, then its consistent teaching will be all 
that is taught in the church {1 Corinthians 4:17; 7:17; 11:16}. This makes the 
body of Christ distinct. By learning the pattern of the church in the Bible, you can 
pick it out among hundreds of false religions. 
 
John 14:6; Acts 4:12. Jesus claimed to be “the way,” not one of the ways. Other 
false leaders are the wrong way. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:10-13. God’s Word speaks against denominating. 
 
De - Latin for “of” or “from.”  Nomen - Latin for “name.” 
De-nomin-ation is a group of people who divide or separate themselves by a 
certain name. 
 
Those claiming to be Christians are separated by names and the traditions 
attached to each name. The name of Christ is the name that unites. Why does 
division occur? 2Timothy 4:3-4. 
  
Read Romans 16:17-18; Galatians 1:8-9; 2 Peter 2:1-3. When you become a 
Christian, will you be able to keep attending a church where false doctrines are 
being taught? Where should your allegiance be? 
 
1 Corinthians 12:14-31. Christians can depend on each other.   
We work together helping one another. 
 
Romans 12:4-5. We belong to each other. Do not become a  
“Lone Ranger for Jesus.” Stay close to the family. 
 
Hebrews 10:24-25. After you are saved, do you think Satan will want you to go to 
church regularly? Set your mind now on being faithful to the assembly. You need 
the encouragement of brothers and sisters {Hebrews 3:12-13}. 



 
 

5. COUNTING THE COST 
 
 
 
Are you sure you want to become a Christian? Before you do, here are some 
things you should consider.  
 
 
Luke 14:25-27. Once you are a Christian, Christ has to be first in your life above 
all other relationships. Is there any relationship that is more important to you than 
your relationship with Jesus?  
 
14:28-30. Jesus may return to take His children home today, but He may not come 
for another 50 years. Are you ready to follow Christ until the day you die, no 
matter how long that may be?  
 
14:31-33.  Are you ready to surrender everything you have into God’s hands?  
How about your family? Other relationships? Education? Job? Talents? 
Weaknesses? Material possessions? Money? Your rights? Yourself? 
 
 
 
Have you truly repented of your sins? 
 
Are you prepared to let the Bible  determine what you believe on all doctrinal 
issues? 
 
Are you committed to building up the New Testament church you learned about 
in study #4? 
 
Are you ready to share this good news with others, Matthew 28:18-20? 
 
Are you certain right now that you are lost? 
 
What would happen if you died right now? 
 
Do you understand what it means to be baptized? 
 
 


